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• Snow 
• Surface Water  
• Groundwater 
• Concerns 



Precipitation 
 

3 SOURCE: http://education.usgs.gov/california/resources.html#water 3 

Average 
Annual 
Runoff 
~71 MAF/Year 
 

56 MAF (~80%) runoff 

15 MAF (~20%) runoff 
29 MAF (~2/3) used 

15 MAF (~1/3 ) used 

Major River 
Systems 
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http://cdec.water.ca.gov/cdecapp/snowapp/sweq.action
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http://cdec.water.ca.gov/cgi-progs/products/PLOT_ESI.pdf
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http://cdec.water.ca.gov/cgi-progs/products/PLOT_FSI.pdf
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http://cdec.water.ca.gov/cgi-progs/products/rescond.pdf
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Regions with highest use: 
(relative to statewide total) 

• Tulare Lake  38% 
• San Joaquin River  19% 
• Sacramento River  17% 
• South Coast   10% 
 

 
 

 
 

Statewide 
Groundwater Use 
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Groundwater Level 
Change 

Spring 2010 to Spring 2014 
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Well Deepening 

Activity 
2010 – 2014 
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Groundwater Level 
Change 

Southern Central Valley 
Spring 2013 to Spring 2014 
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• Normal part of the hydrologic cycle 
• Impacts are site-specific and sector-specific 
• The greatest economic impact - Fire 
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• Health & safety and economic 
– Catastrophic wildfires (e.g., Southern California in 2003 

and 2007) 
• Health & safety 

– Impacts to small water systems in rural areas (including 
wildfire damage) 

• Environmental 
– Continued San Joaquin Valley land subsidence, spawning 

beds 
• Economic 

– Minimal water allocations to some agricultural water 
users, particularly in the San Joaquin Valley 

 
 



D R O U G H T  P R E P A R E D N E S S  &  R E S P O N S E  

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 

X 

X 



D R O U G H T  P R E P A R E D N E S S  &  R E S P O N S E  

The governor asked all Californians to reduce 
water consumption by 20 percent and referred 
residents and water agencies to the Save Our 
Water campaign -- www.saveourh20.org -- for 
practical advice on how to do so. 
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•  Drought Management Operations Center:  (916) 574-2619        
•  Public CDEC access:  http://cdec.water.ca.gov 
•  Agency access:  http://cdec4gov.water.ca.gov             

                              Call (916) 574-1777 to Apply 
• Webcast Weather/Hydrology Briefings: wx_webcast-

request@water.ca.gov 
•  Web Links: 

• Water Conditions:  http://water.ca.gov/waterconditions/ 
• Water Transfers:     http://water.ca.gov/watertransfers/  
• Drought Page:         

http://water.ca.gov/waterconditions/drought/ 
• Public Affairs:          http://water.ca.gov/publicaffairs.cfm 
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• http://www.water.ca.gov/waterconditions/index.cfm 

 
• http://www.water.ca.gov/waterconditions/declaration.cfm 

 
• http://www.water.ca.gov/waterconditions/background.cfm 

 
• http://www.water.ca.gov/waterconditions/emergencybarriers.cfm 

 
• http://www.water.ca.gov/waterconditions/publications.cfm 

 
• http://www.water.ca.gov/nav/nav.cfm?loc=t&id=103 
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